
BOARD AMENDS REGIONAL PLANS

The Board amended the 2035 Metro Vision Plan for the Denver region, the Clean Water Plan 
and the 2035 Metro Vision Regional Transportation Plan, and air quality conformity docu-
ments. 

The 2035 Metro Vision Regional Transportation Plan was amended as follows: 
Fiscally constrained model network changes
 • Adding the initial phase of the Jefferson Parkway, SH93 to SH128; 
 • Adding a northbound lane on Federal Boulevard, 5th Avenue to Holden Place; 
 • Widening 144th Avenue, Zuni Street to Huron Street; and 
 • North Metro FasTracks Station changes.
Revising completion years to 57 projects
Updating costs
 • Increasing the cost for the US 6/Wadsworth interchange; 
 • Reflecting cost changes to 45 locally funded roadway projects; and 
 • Reflecting cost changes to RTD FasTracks corridors, per the 2008 Annual Report.

Metro Vision 2035 was amended to: 
 • Add two urban centers (Candelas Activity Center and North End Station Urban    
  Center)  

The Clean Water Plan was amended to: 
 • Add a new northern wastewater treatment plant, and 
 • Change the Westminster Wastewater Utility Service Area.

Much discussion focused on the Jefferson Parkway amendment proposal, resulting in a 35-17 
vote. The parkway proposal and other proposed amendments were the subject of an exten-
sive and robust public process. DRCOG held a Dec. 16, 2009, public hearing on the amend-
ments; it is estimated that 350 people attended and 65 testified. Public comment opportuni-
ties also were provided online, and via email and mail. In total, about 350 comments were 
provided about the amendments, with the bulk focused on the amendment proposal from the 
Jefferson Parkway Public Highway Authority.  
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2010 NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 

In advance of DRCOG officer elections in February, the Board received the report of a five-member Nominating 
Committee, chaired by Castle Rock Council Member Doug Lehnen. The nominations are:
 • Chair: Arapahoe County Commissioner Rod Bockenfeld
 • Vice Chair: Littleton Council Member Jim Taylor
 • Secretary: Broomfield Council Member Dennis McCloskey
 • Treasurer: Bennett Mayor Sue Horn
 • Immediate Past Chair: Ed Peterson

In addition, the following Board members are recommended for one-year terms on the DRCOG Administrative 
Committee:
 • Boulder Council Member Macon Cowles
 • Erie Trustee Cheryl Hauger
 • Greenwood Village Council Member Ron Rakowsky
 • Silver Plume Trustee Claire Fish-Mootz  

The officers, representatives of each county and city in the region with populations exceeding 120,000, and the 
at-large representatives elected by the Board serve on the Administrative Committee. When one or more of the 
officers would already qualify for committee membership (Ed Peterson and Rod Bockenfeld), additional Board 
members are selected to serve. The Nominating Committee further recommends that the Board appoint Westmin-
ster Mayor Nancy McNally and Frederick Trustee Gerry Pfirsch to the Administrative Committee. 

POSITIONS TAKEN ON STATE LEGISLATION

Board members were updated on current state legislative issues and bills or regional concern or interest. The 
Board reviewed and took positions on a number of bills that have been introduced since the General Assembly 
convened Jan. 13. More information on the specific legislation and positions taken by the Board may be found in 
the insert to this issue of DRCOG Update. 

BOARD TO HOLD WEEKLY LEGISLATIVE TELECONFERENCES 
 
In a related action, the Board called for regular teleconference meetings during this General Assembly session. 
The Board acknowledged that rapid turnaround is often needed between monthly Board meetings to respond to 
legislative issues and budget-balancing measures. Board teleconferences will be held at 4 p.m. every Thursday 
during the session, which ends May 6. The teleconferences will be conducted in DRCOG’s Monarch Pass confer-
ence room. 

SUPPORT FOR LIVABLE COMMUNITIES ACT OF 2009

The Board authorized sending letters to Colorado’s senators and Sen. Chris Dodd expressing DRCOG’s support 
for the Livable Communities Act of 2009. Sen. Dodd introduced the bill, which is intended to help local communi-
ties plan for and create better and more affordable places to live, work and raise families through comprehensive 
regional planning and implementation. The act’s grant program could help fund projects that further regional 
sustainability goals, such as those contained in Metro Vision. 
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DRCOG TAKES POSITION ON TAX-CUTTING INITIATIVES 

The Board adopted resolutions opposing Proposition 101, Initiative 60 and Initiative 61, which propose changes to 
state and local fiscal structures and will be on the November 2010 ballot. Proposition 101 concerns motor vehicle, 
income and telecommunications taxes and fees. Initiative 60 focuses on local property tax revenue. Amendment 
61 concerns state and local debt limitations. The action reflects the Board’s position that changes to state and local 
fiscal structures would seriously hamstring the ability of state and local governments to function; overturn the 
will of local voters; eliminate thousands of jobs; and have a disastrous impact on Colorado’s economic recovery.   

TIP PROJECT DELAYS 

Timely implementation of projects in the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) is a Board goal.  Delayed 
projects tie up scarce federal funds that could have been programmed to other ready projects. As part of its regu-
lar review of TIP delays, the Board approved the findings of a report on the project delays for fiscal year 2009. As 
part of the review, sponsors of delayed projects were asked to explain the reasons for the delays and to provide 
action plans demonstrating the implementation commitment. The report recommends actions to address the 
delays.

POLICY STATEMENT ON 2010 FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE ISSUES 

The Board revised and updated its policy statement on 2010 federal legislative issues. The document outlines key 
federal policy issues for the organization in the areas of older adults, transportation, the environment, and inter-
governmental relations, providing policy direction for the coming year. 

METRO VISION ISSUES COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS

The Board approved appointments to the Metro Vision Issues Committee, the Board’s chief policy developing 
committee. The committee membership represents a broad cross-section of the membership, including commu-
nity size, geographic location and rate of growth. Appointments are for two years. The Metro Vision Issues Com-
mittee meets at 4 p.m. at DRCOG on the first Wednesday of each month. The next meeting is Feb. 3 and is open to 
the public.   

PUBLIC HEARING SET MARCH 17 
  
A public hearing has been set for 6:30 p.m. March 17 on Public Involvement in Regional Transportation Planning. 
The hearing will be held at DRCOG. 

CDOT FASTER SAFETY PROJECTS 

The Board was briefed on efforts underway to identify a list of safety projects to be funded with revenues from 
the FASTER bill, which established road safety surcharges in overall increases to vehicle registration fees. The list 
of projects will come before the Board in February. 



ANNUAL LISTING OF FEDERALLY OBLIGATED PROJECTS

The Board received a list of all transportation projects in the Denver region that were obligated in the 2009 fed-
eral fiscal year (Oct. 1, 2008-Sept. 30, 2009). A total of $556.3 million was obligated on 170 transportation projects.
 
BOARD HONORS JEANNE NICHOLSON AND HARRY DALE

Gilpin County Commissioner Jeanne Nicholson and Clear Creek County Commissioner Harry Dale were each 
honored for five years of service on the DRCOG Board of Directors. DRCOG Chair Ed Peterson presented each 
Board member with a clock to commemorate the milestone.  

DEADLINE NEARS FOR JOHN V. CHRISTENSEN MEMORIAL AWARD 

Feb. 1, 2010, is the deadline to nominate individuals for DRCOG’s highest honor, the John V. Christensen Memo-
rial Award. This year’s recipient will be announced and honored at the regional council’s April 28 awards dinner 
at Infinity Park in Glendale. 

Established in 1972, the award is presented to the person or persons best exemplifying the tradition of the late 
John V. Christensen in promoting and working for regionalism and cooperation. He was an Arapahoe County 
commissioner and one of DRCOG’s founders in 1955. Civic leader John Parr posthumously received the award 
in 2008. 

If you have questions or need a nomination form, please call the DRCOG Executive Office at 303-480-6701. 
Nomination material also is available on the DRCOG Web site: www.drcog.org.  

CALLING ALL OUTSTANDING LOCAL GOVERNMENT AWARDS

Noon Feb. 1, 2010, is also the deadline for nominations for the DRCOG Local Government Awards program. 
Also presented at DRCOG’s awards dinner in April, the long-running awards program honors local govern-
ments and their employees for the work they do on behalf of the region and its residents. Nominations that tie to 
efforts that help achieve the goals of Metro Vision are especially encouraged. The award categories include:
 • Planning with vision, a category that this year will recognize local government efforts in the area of  
  transportation/land use integration.
 • Collaborative work by local governments to solve problems through partnerships.
 • Community outreach and public education efforts by local governments.   

An awards program Web site provides information about the awards and nomination forms that can be com-
pleted online. Visit www.drcog.org and look for the awards program icon to get started. Nomination forms must 
be delivered or mailed to DRCOG by noon Feb. 1. For more information on the program, please contact Rich 
Mauro at 303-480-6778 or rmauro@drcog.org.


